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Commodore’s Message: Sean O’Neill 
It hardly seems possible that we are looking at the end of boating season this month.  It has been 
an exceptionally good year at the Club boating wise, socially and accomplishing the goals we set 
out. This was probably the best boating weather we have had in a number of years and the 
socializing from Open House in May through the Steak Roast in September has seen many more 
members using the Club along with visitors from neighboring clubs.  Hopefully, that spirit will 
continue into the fall and winter months.  The dinners in September were great and we did 84 
dinners for our halfway to St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef dinner and 104 for our Steak dinner.  In 
addition we did a very respectful 54 last week with a very nice pork tenderloin meal.  Thanks to all 
who volunteered their time and enthusiasm.  Happy Hour on Wednesday evenings continues to 
be a popular event even as the weather has turned cooler.  We average over 40 members and 
guests and the light food has been very well received.  Thanks Dennis and Carole for all your 
efforts to build this activity.  Recently we have put out a donation basket to help defray the costs of 
the food and that also has been well supported. 
 
At the October Board meeting we had preliminary discussions on how to continue improving 
Friday night dinner offerings.  More will be discussed at the November regular meeting.  We have 
some interesting proposals to share with members thanks to John Chupka’s efforts. 
 
As previously sent by email and mail, the Board is bringing forward a proposal to help stabilize the 
Club’s finances with an assessment to regular members.  A discussion and vote is scheduled at 
the regular meeting on Tuesday, Oct 9 at 7 PM (note day change due to Columbus Day Holiday).   
 
The Club survey sent in August is being tabulated and will be included in the November 
newsletter.  Forty-three of seventy regular members returned the ten question survey.  To those 
who responded we are grateful for your responses, insights and suggestions. 
 
Dave Haley has been working diligently to prepare for Boats Out on Thursday, October 11.  If you 
are involved make sure to be here to lend a hand.  Docks out are scheduled for October 20-21 
with Bob Wason and Jim Johnson taking over responsibility from Bob Giddings.  Please show 
your support and remember it is a mandatory activity for all regular members.  Many of our 
members still have significant work hours to complete.  We need both heavy and light work done 
including sorting items to get our financial records in order.  Other activities include cleaning the 
club and putting away summer furniture.   
 
Finally, nominations for offices will take place at the November 12 regular meeting and elections 
will be held at the December 10 meeting.  The Board, as always, will propose a slate of officers 
and Board members for the coming year.  In addition nominations will be accepted from the floor. 
 
Thank you all for a great season and let’s keep it going into the fall at the AYC. 
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Please send articles and items of interest by the 25th of each month to: 
AlbanyYachtClubNews@gmail.com 
 

 Health & Welfare - Rich Neenan 
On September 7, Gene Molitor was admitted to Albany Medical Center with chest pains.  He was 
released on the 9th and is home now feeling much better. 
 
It is with deep sadness that I learned of Spencer Ryan’s mother Helen’s passing on September 10.  
This was just one month to the day of Spencer’s father, John’s, death.  Our deepest sympathies go 
out to Spencer, Eve and their family for their great losses.     

 
This Month in Boating History 
Oct 12, 1492 – After sailing across the Atlantic Ocean, Italian explorer Christopher Columbus sights 
a Bahamian island, believing he has reached East Asia.  During his lifetime, Columbus led four 
expeditions to the New World discovering various Caribbean islands, the Gulf of Mexico, and the 
South and Central American mainlands.  He never accomplished his original goal—a western ocean 
route to the great cities of Asia.  

Oct 24, 1901 – A 63-year-old schoolteacher named Annie Edson Taylor becomes the first person to 
take the plunge over Niagara Falls in a barrel. With the help of two assistants, Taylor strapped 
herself into a leather harness inside an old wooden pickle barrel five feet high and three feet in 
diameter. With cushions lining the barrel to break her fall, Taylor was towed by a small boat to the 
middle of the fast-flowing Niagara River and cut loose. 

Oct 24, 1905 – the Albany Yacht Club is incorporated   

Oct 25, 1825 – The Erie Canal is officially opened linking Lake Erie and all the Great Lakes to the 
Hudson River and New York City.  When construction began in 1816, the Erie Canal was by far the 
largest construction project ever attempted in the U.S.   Within a few years, it had carried $15 million 
of commerce – twice the amount of commerce that had gone down the Mississippi River.  The Erie 
Canal quickly exceeded its planned capacity, and was enlarged in 1862. In 1918, the New York 
State Barge Canal replaced the Erie Canal System and the canal's traffic grew until the 1950’s when 
air and truck traffic began to supplant the canal. 

 

*** Seeking Newletter Editor ***  
Jason Doling, our current newsletter editor, is looking for a replacement beginning in January.   
On average, this job takes about 4 hours a month working from home.  It’s a good way for someone 
to get hours.  If interested, please contact Jason at “AlbanyYachtClubNews@gmail.com”  
 

 

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS   

4 Marilyn Molitor 18 Kathleen Sullivan-Ryan 
6 Gene Molitor 20 Sue Polsinello 
6 Larry Meracle 21 George Clarity 

18 Danielle Powell 27 Ron Lorette 

    
 
 

OCTOBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  
3 Jay and P/C Steve Millens   
10 Jo Ann and Sean O’Neill   

28 Mark and Melanie Teliska    

 
 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 
Congratulations to the following members on their anniversary in AYC! 
54 yrs! P/C Don and Yvette Cusick 
29 yrs Gus and Joyce Lapham 

25 yrs P/C Don and Marylou Schulz  
12 yrs Jeff Jensen 
6 yrs Gerald and Karen Norlander  

5 yrs Dave and Diane Gillenwalters 
 
 
 

      OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Oct 1 AYC Board of Director’s Meeting, 7pm 
Oct 9 AYC Member Meeting, 7pm 

Oct 20-21 Docks Out – All members are required to assist  
 
 
 

 
 October 24th marks the 107th anniversary of the  

Albany Yacht Club’s incorporation 
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