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Dec 2012  

Albany Yacht Club 

NEWS 
 

*** CAUTION NOTICE *** 
 

SPECIAL NOTE ON PARKING AT THE CLUB FOR MEMBERS AND GUESTS 
 
Please use caution pulling in and out of the Club driveway and ask your guests to do the same until 
this spring when boats are launched.  We have had several “near misses” already when someone is 
entering and exiting due to the significant blind spot when turning behind the boats after pulling in the 
main driveway.   
 
Most of us have become accustomed to the boats being stored facing stern in, as has been done in 
recent years.  This has always minimized blind spots and allowed for easier turning and snow plowing.   
 
This year, as you’ve seen if you have been down to the Club, the boats were stored in a very different 
arrangement with sterns facing the driveway.  This will become even more significant a challenge as 
snow begins to fall since snow plowing and snow banks will be much more difficult to remove this year.     
 
Unfortunately, we do not have any option for repositioning a boat after it has been blocked without 
incurring significant expenses in rehiring a crane to come back.   Boat storage positioning and design 
is determined each year by the Launch Chairman.   
 
Anyone with questions or suggestions concerning boat storage is asked to please contact Dave Haley, 
the 2012 Launch Chair.  Dave is in Florida for the winter and can be reached at 239-357-7873 or  
518-378-8376.   

Thank you very much to all members and their guests for  
exercising additional caution and patience this winter season. 

 

 

New Editors and Publishers for 2013 
Beginning in January, Donna and Joe Champion will be taking over as editors and publishers of the 
Club newsletter.  Thank you to Donna especially for volunteering to take this over (most of us aren’t 
sure if Joe knows how to turn on a computer).   
 
 
Dues and Dockage Payments 
Dues are due during the month of January 2013.  Regular dues $324.00 and social dues $194.40.  
Dues received after January 31, 2013 incur a $25 late fee. 
 
As announced in the December newsletter dockage requests are due with the required insurance 
binder and registration by February 15, 2012.  Requests submitted after that date risk not getting 
dockage and incur a $50 late fee.  Forms are attached to this newsletter.  You can also pick up a dock 
request form in the first bin in the hall outside the Club office.   
 

 

Commodore’s Message: Sean O’Neill  
Happy Holidays to all.  By now you have had your fill of turkey and warm memories of visits with 
friends and family over the Thanksgiving holiday.  There is plenty going on at the Club this month 
with first and foremost our Holiday Party on Friday, December 14.  Jason Doling, John DeCelle 
and their his crew promise a great night of food and holiday cheer so make a point of putting it on 
your calendar and hope to see you there. 
 
Thanks again to Todd Goldstein and Mike Meehan for repairing the flood light on the south peak 
of the club.  The lighting is much better now but exercise caution as you enter and leave the area 
as it is tight and will get tighter when the expected snow arrives in the great Northeast.  Another 
thanks to Jason for completing the fiber glassing and painting the deteriorating wood on the 
exhaust vents on the kitchen roof, take a look, they look like new.  Will O’Leary reported at the 
November meeting that we have a new tenant in our property at 73 Broadway so we have had 
minimal disruption to cash flow given the departure of our previous tenant.  The City of 
Rensselaer building inspector did a complete review of deficiencies that need rectifying and Will 
reported on the plan to get us in compliance. 
 
John Chupka reported on a plan to enhance our dining experience next season with the 
assistance of a professional chef who is in charge of all food service operations at RPI.  Some 
members know her very well and are confident she can help us upgrade our offerings and take 
some pressure off the need to find cooks every week during the season.  If you are interested in 
helping organize this see John as he will not chair the kitchen next season but is willing to work 
with anyone interested. 
 
By now regular members have received the invoice for our onetime $450.00 assessment.  Please 
return it by December 15 if at all possible.  The Board recognizes that the holidays are a tough 
time for paying bills but as everyone knows this is a very necessary action to keep the Club 
financially viable and solvent. 
 
I have received requests from about ten members who are willing to repurchase the bonds we 
shall be redeeming this January as part of our fiscal stabilization plan. We’ll be getting back to you 
in January as we make the transfer after redeeming the bonds being turned in. 
 
This year all social members can expect to receive a bill for dues of $194.40 in December which 
is due by the end of January.  Regular dues are $324.00 and are due at the same time.  Our rules 
call for a $25 late fee if not paid on time and in 2013 it will be enforced.  Bert Dodge was 
appointed last fall as Financial Secretary to assist the Treasurer, Tom Sinopoli, with the timely 
collection of dues, dockage and fees.  We really need to keep the Club on a tight financial plan so 
your cooperation is greatly appreciated.   
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Please send articles and items of interest by the 25th of each month to: 
AlbanyYachtClubNews@gmail.com 
 

 Commodore’s Message (cont.)  
Requests for dockage for 2013 are included in this newsletter and are due by February 15 with all 
documentation and fees.  You will note there is a fee to help offset the increase in electrical costs.  
Remember to use the calculation on the form to figure your total dockage fee for 2013.  In addition 
members requesting a change of dock space must send a written letter to the Club by this date 
indicating what you are looking for.  As always, we shall try to honor requests but the overriding 
decision on dockage remains the safety of the dock system given the recent history of flooding and 
violent storms.  Your cooperation and understanding are greatly appreciated as these decisions are 
never easy with the competing interests in play.   
 
I have covered a great deal in this newsletter but before concluding I would like to thank those who 
have stepped up this year to help us get through an extremely trying time at the AYC.  I know I’ll 
miss some but special thanks to Carole and Dennis, Bob Giddings, Bob Wason, Mike Meehan and 
Bill Fleischman, Jason Doling, Tom Coultry our welder and dock master along with Shaun  O’Leary 
and Ron Bloom, Jr.  Will O’Leary, Joe Hobbs and Joe Champion for all they do that not all of us see. 
Tom Sinopoli for stepping in and taking on the financial issues and keeping us out of the red.  The 
generous support from Mark Teliska and Todd Goldstein.  John and Joyce Chupka and their crew 
for the dining room renovations.   All those who helped in the kitchen, cooking, serving, cleaning.  
Bartenders and cleaners who assisted Carole in making the social side function so well. Finally, all 
of the members for their patience and understanding as we worked through a number of issues this 
year. The Officers and Board wish you a great new year and a wonderful 2013 boating season. 

 
Health & Welfare - Rich Neenan 
Milt Pappas’ wife Freddie had surgery again on November 13 and is now home recovering.  Our 
thoughts and prayers are with her and her family at this time for a speedy recovery.   

 
This Month in Boating History 
Dec 7, 1941 – Pearl Harbor is bombed at 7:55 a.m. Hawaii time.   
 
Dec 14, 1911 – Norwegian Roald Amundsen becomes the first explorer to reach the South Pole, 
beating his British rival, Robert Falcon Scott. After his historic Antarctic journey, Amundsen 
established a successful shipping business. 
 
Dec 18, 1620 – the Mayflower docks at Plymouth, Massachusetts, with its 102 passengers. 
 
Dec 31, 1999 – The Panama Canal is turned over to Panama in accordance with the Torrijos-Carter 
Treaties.  Interest in finding a shortcut from the Atlantic to the Pacific originated with explorers in 
Central America in the early 1500s. A ship heading from New York to San Francisco can save about 
7,800 miles by taking the Panama Canal rather than sailing around South America. In October 2006, 
Panamanian voters approved a $5.25 billion plan to double the canal's size by 2015 to better 
accommodate modern ships. In May 2006, the Maersk Dellys paid a record toll of $249,165. The 
smallest-ever toll was 36 cents paid by Richard Halliburton who swam the canal in 1928. 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
4 Judy Albert 13 Andy Bombard 

11 Nancy Bergmann 31 Joe Ladue 
12 Heather Jensen   

 

DECEMBER  WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES  
2 Yvette and P/C Don Cusick 17 Marylou and P/C Don Schulz 
14 Danielle and Dick Powell 26 Vonnie and P/C Steve Stasack 

 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 
Congratulations to the following members on their anniversary in AYC! 
14 yrs Commodore Mike Kellogg 
13 yrs Mark and Melanie Teliska 
10 yrs Jason Doling and John DeCelle 

9 yrs Bob and Robyn Giddings 
9 yrs Dennis McGraw 
7 yrs Mike and Mary Donovan 

5 yrs Jim and Colleen Johnson  
2 yr Bill and Evelyn Dufur 
 

DECEMBER CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
Dec 3 AYC Board of Director’s Meeting, 7pm 
Dec 10 AYC Member Meeting and Elections, 7pm  

Dec 14 AYC Holiday Party, 6pm 
 

 
VOTING ON DECEMBER 10, 2012 6 – 8PM 

ALBANY YACHT CLUBHOUSE 
 

Officers: 
Commodore – Sean 0’Neill    Vice Commodore – Jason Doling 
Rear Commodore – Bob Wason   Secretary – Will O’Leary 
Treasurer – Tom Sinopoli 
 
Board of Governors: 
4 seats are open: 2 for 2 year terms and the remaining for 1 year terms.  Vote for two.  
Top vote getters serve two year terms. 
  
John E. Bergmann  Joe Champion John Chupka  Gerry Norlander 
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Please join us at the  
2012 AYC Holiday Party  

 

Friday, December 14th  
6pm to 10pm 

 
Hors d’oeuvres – 6pm  
Assorted Cheeses and Vegetables  
Franks en Phyllo  
Swedish Meatballs  
Shrimp Cocktail  
Tomato Bruschetta 
 
Buffet Stations – 7pm  
Caesar Salad  
Carved Beef and Pork Loin  
Pasta Station 
Scalloped Potatoes  
Green Beans Sautéed in Garlic and Olive Oil  
 
Dessert Stations  
Ice Cream Bar 
Assorted Italian Pastries  
Sliced Fruit and Dipping Sauce 
 
Open Bar and Entertainment by Dan Bazinet and the Bowriders  

 
 

No RSVP is necessary. 
 

On behalf of the Commodore and Board,  
we wish you and your family a wonderful holiday 

season and happy and healthy new year! 



 
AYC Dock Space Application 2013 

 
The Board of Governors announce that the 2013 dock rental fees for members will be $50.00 
per season per overall foot of boat length.  Overall boat length shall include all projections fore 
and aft such as bow pulpit, boarding or swim platform, overhanging dingy and outdrive.  The 
dock fee will be discounted to $25.00 per foot if all required work hours are completed between 
January 1 and December 31, 2013.  Those who do not intend to qualify for the discount rate 
should send complete payment at this time.  If work hours are not completed in the above stated 
time Chapter VIII Sec. 6 (a) and (b) of the Bylaws as amended 10/08 shall be enforced.   
 
If you desire dock space, detach and complete the form below and mail it to the Financial 
Secretary by February 15, 2013 along with the required items.  New for 2013 is an electric 
usage fee approved by the membership in August 2012.  Anyone using one 30 amp cord shall 
pay $50 and anyone using two 30 amp cords or one 50 amp cord shall pay $100 for the season.  
This is to partially offset the rising electric fees the Club pays the utility provider.  Members 
should also select whether they will require a cable TV connection at this time and include a $60 
fee to offset the cost of Time Warner Cable for the season.    
 
Club rules require the following to accompany your payment of the discount rate of $25.00 per 
overall foot of your boat: 
 

1. Copy of in force boat insurance policy binder or certificate showing minimum of $100,000 
liability coverage. This coverage must be maintained throughout the season while 
docking at the club.   
 

2. Copy of valid boat registration certificate. 
 

3. Payment in full of the 2012 onetime $450.00 special assessment. 
 
If you wish to request a change in your current (2012) dock location, please notify the Dock 
Chairman, Jim Johnson, in writing by February 15, 2013.   

When the dock fees are paid, the above requirements are met, and contingent on space being 
available, you will be assigned a location according to the dock plan that maximizes the safest 
and most efficient use of available space. 
 
Regular membership in the Club does not automatically guarantee dock space.  Assignment of 
dock space will be in accordance with the general rules.  Members who currently have dock 
space and who do not meet the February 15, 2013 deadline will be subject to a $50.00 late fee.  
Additionally, those members may lose their space to members on a dock space waiting list who 
will be given the opportunity for dockage. 
 

 
IF YOU DO NOT RESPOND WITH PAYMENT AND REQUIRED DOCUMENTS BY  

FEBRUARY 15, 2013, THE CLUB WILL ASSUME YOU DO NOT DESIRE SPACE FOR 2013. 
 

NO DOCK ASSIGNMENT WILL BE MADE WITHOUT ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS. 
 
 
 
  



ALBANY YACHT CLUB  
DOCK APPLICATION FOR 2013 SEASON 

 
To:   AYC Financial Secretary  
 P. O. Box 293 
 Rensselaer, NY 12144 
  
I hereby make application for dock space for the 2013 season.  I enclose all necessary 
documents and (at least) payment based on the discounted rate of $25.00 per overall boat 
length including all projections as described above.  I understand that I shall be billed for an 
additional $25.00 per foot if I fail to complete my required 50 hours of work commitment per AYC 
Bylaws Chapter VII Sec. 6 (a) and (b). 
 
Boat registered in the name of: ___________________________________________________  
 
Boat Name: ________________________________________________  
 
Overall Length: _________________ Beam: ________________ (to nearest ½ ft) 
 
Registration or Documentation No: _____________________________ 
 
Seasonal Fee paid at this time:       $_______________ 
@ $25.00 discounted fee per overall foot 
or at $50.00 per overall foot if you do not intend to complete your work hours   
 
Electric (circle one):        $_______________   
None     
One 30 amp receptacle – $50     
Two 30 amp receptacles or one 50 amp – $100 
 
Cable Television (circle one):       $_______________ 
Yes – $60  
No  
 
Total Dockage Fees for 2013:      $_______________ 
 
 
Enclose the following: 
 
1. Copy of in force boat insurance policy binder or certificate showing  

minimum of $100,000 liability coverage.  I understand I must maintain  
this coverage for the entire season while docked at the Club.     
 

2. Copy of valid boat registration certificate. 
 

3. Payment in full of 2012 onetime $450.00 special assessment.  
(if not already paid) 

 
 
Member owner signature: _________________________________________  
 
Date:  __________________________ 
 
 
The Albany Yacht Club is not responsible for damage to boats at our docks caused by members 
or transient boaters.           
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