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Commodore’s Message: Sean O’Neill  

As we move into the end of winter and the first signs of spring much has been 

accomplished as our docks and boats have been hibernating through a more typical 
winter than last year in the great northeast.  Tom Sinopoli has done an admirable job 

tracking and recording our receivables and he and Bert Dodge, AYC Financial 
Secretary, have sent out bills to members behind on their dues.  By this time Tom 

has sent out interest checks to all bond holders and our CPA Jeanine Hughes has 
sent out the required 1099 INT information for tax purposes.  If you have not 

received what you need please contact Tom Sinopoli.  I am pleased to report that 
most of the onetime assessments have been received and it has had a major impact 

on getting our finances in order. If you have not met your financial obligation to the 

Club please do so as soon as possible as it takes much time and effort to tract and 
send delinquent notices to members. 

 
We have to date redeemed about 16 bonds from members and have resold them to 

willing member investors.  By the end of this process we hope to have transferred 
about 30 bonds at no cost to the Club.  If you are on the list of those interested in 

repurchase contact Tom Sinopoli about availability. 
 

Also, dockage requests have been arriving but they are slower than previous years.  
Our rules require notification with proper documentation of insurance and payment 

by February 15 so if you have not yet filed your request for dockage please do so 
immediately so Jim Johnson, float chairman, can develop an accurate dockage plan 

and share it with the membership. 
 

Our regular membership has declined by 20 or 25% over the past 10 years.  We 

really need to rebuild our membership and boating members so if you know of 
anyone interested in joining now is a great time.  Let Joe Champion, Membership 

Chair know. 
 

As many of you know by now at the February regular meeting the members 
overwhelmingly approved a change in work hours for regular members.  For 2013 

required work hours shall be 35 hours.  
 

 At the suggestion of the membership the Board shall bring you a revised social 

membership proposal in March to be voted on in April. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Commodore’s Message (cont.)  

We have had some changes in tenants for our rental units this winter which required 

significant renovations to bring them up to building code and general freshening.  I 
would like to thank our new tenant Dennis McGraw for his and Joe Hobbs volunteering 

to fix up the club house apartment.  In addition much thanks goes to the Board 
members who have volunteered their time to remodel the first floor apartment at 73 

Broadway.  As was the case last year with the upstairs apartment much updating is 
necessary to secure a CO from the City of Rensselaer.  We expect to have it occupied 

by April.  Will, Jason, Gerry and son, John Bergmann, Bob Wason along with Carole and 
Joe Hobbs are doing a great job and on budget. If anyone would like to get involved 

please contact Will O’Leary.  
 

Dennis reports that dinner attendance in January declined significantly but we seem to 

have rebounded in February and hope to build on that in March and April.  If the 
weather cooperates, come on down and get a taste of good food, reasonable prices and 

a fine social outing. 
 

Will O’Leary reports that we shall offer kayak and canoe storage opportunities to 
members this year so if interested in this enhancement see him. 

 
Our finance committee, Jason, Will and Tom have been working and hope to have a 

2013 budget for your review at the March meeting.  There has been a great deal of 
work done over the past year to get our finances in order, reporting done on a timely 

basis and now we enter the final phase which is proper budgeting and tracking of 
finances.  The investment in hiring a CPA firm to advise us and make our filings has 

already paid off handsome dividends and should only get better as we move forward.   
 

So finally to our friends enjoying the great weather anywhere but the Northeast enjoy 

and come back to the AYC this spring for a great boating and social season.  To those 
brave souls at the Club, spring is around the corner and the Club welcomes you 

anytime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please send articles and items of interest by the 25th of each month to: 

AlbanyYachtClubNews@gmail.com 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS   

2 Denise Wright 13 Dick Powell 

5 Pamela Hart 16 Kip Tonnies 

12 Barbara Luizzi 28 Vonnie Stasack 

 

 

 
MARCH WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES    

22 Sandra and Dave Haley 25 Jill and Kip Tonnies 

22 Tammy and John Bergmann   

 

 

 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES           MARCH 

Congratulations to the following members on their anniversary in AYC! 

 15 yrs Len Hunter  

 23 yrs Michael Meehan 

 30 yrs Steve Millens 

   5 yrs Spencer Ryan 

 13 yrs Ray Tonnies 

 

 

 

MARCH CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Mar 4 AYC Board of Director’s Meeting, 7pm 

Mar 11 AYC Member Meeting and Elections, 7pm  

 

 



 

 

Albany Yacht Club ● 75 Broadway ● Rensselaer, NY 12144 

 

Health and Welfare by Rich Neenan 

Sean O'Neal's wife Jo Ann's father Joseph Gallo, passed away on December 31st. Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to Jo Ann and her family for their great loss. 

 

Steve Millen's was admitted to Albany Medical Center on December 31st. As of February 

20th, Steven is still in the hospital. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Steven. 

 

Vince Donnelly had open heart surgery at Albany Medical Center on January 22nd. Vince 

is home now recovering, we wish him a speedy recovery. 

 

Tim Hurley had ankle surgery on February 18th, at Albany Medical Center. Tim is home 

now recuperating, we hope to see him back on his feet real soon.  

 

Jimmy Griffin had eye surgery on February 19th. He is home now recuperating; we send 

him our best wishes. 

This Month in Boating History 

March 12, 1829 – The Oxford and Cambridge Regatta Begins and becomes an annual 

event in 1856 

March 27, 1898 – The Holland submarine boat Plunger makes a successful trial near New 

York. 

March 14, 1915 - British ships Kent and Glasgow corner and sink the German cruiser 

Dresden in Cumberland Bay, off the coast of Chile. 

March 1943 – New York Harbor reaches its peak activity during World War II, with 543 

ships at anchor, awaiting assignment to convoy or berthing (with as many as 425 vessels 

already at one of the 750 piers or docks). 

March 1956 – The Cadillac Marine and Boat Company, begun in 1953, files for trademark 

protection of “Cadillac.” GM files suit a month later claiming infringement. In 1964, GM 

loses its fight and pays Cadillac Marine & Boat $41,000 in damages. 

 

 

 

 

 


