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NEWS 
 

December 2013  

Commodore’s Message: Sean O’Neill  
 
Welcome to the cold days of December.  Have courage, there is a lot of activity going 

on at the Club this month.  However before we get into that I would like to thank all 

who planned and participated in our November 15 New Member Dinner Night.  It was 

a great success and many of our new members attended and mingled with the old 

salts. 

Thanks to Dom Gervasio and crew for the work being done to install a roll up door on 

the northeast corner of the garage.  Once completed the room on the other side will 

provide ideal storage for much of our equipment and we can empty out the small 

garage to the east.  Another thank you to Dennis McGraw for volunteering to snow 

blow our walkways this winter.  Snow plowing will be done by new member Clark 

Roehr. Finally thank you to Dock Master Tom Coultry for welding a broken 5th wheel 

on the north end. 

At the November Board meeting the Board reorganized the kitchen and bar 

responsibilities which were reported at the Regular November meeting.  We decided 

to go back in history and appoint an overall House Chair responsible for ALL in house 

with a kitchen chair and bar chair coordinating with the House Chair.  Based on 

feedback we have received from previous chairs and the Treasurer it was decided to 

spread out the responsibilities so that no one person would be overburdened.  The 

new House Chair is Will O’Leary and the Bar Chair is Lisa Cramer with Russ and 

Melanie Weinlein serving as Kitchen Chairs.  A great deal of thanks goes to John 

Chupka and Carole Boyer for all their service to the Club these past few years.  We 

would only ask that the membership step up and volunteer to help out these hard 

working chairs when needed. 

Jason Doling is organizing our Holiday Party which is set for Friday, December 13.  

He has sent out an email via evite asking members to RSVP so we can get a handle 

on who is likely to attend.  This year instead of an open bar each guest will receive 

two drink tickets good all night, otherwise it will be a cash bar.  We hope to see as 

many members as possible as Jason and crew always makes it a memorable event. 

 

 

 

 



Commodore’s Message: con’t 

The Board met on Sunday, November 17 for five hours to begin a strategic planning 

process.  There will be a presentation at the December meeting by Joyce Chupka and 

Jason Doling to share with the membership the preliminary work that has been done.  

This will be the beginning of the membership’s involvement in the ongoing process.  

The regular meeting on December 9 is also is also election night.  Balloting will be from 

6-8PM.  In addition we shall draw 25 dock bonds for redemption in January 2014 at the 

meeting.   

Officers nominated are: 

Commodore – Sean O’Neill 
Vice Commodore – Jason Doling 

Rear Commodore – Bob Wason 
Treasurer – Tom Sinopoli 

Secretary – Jeff Gritsavage 

 
Four Board seats are open.  The top three vote counts will serve a two year term and the 

fourth will serve a one year term.   

Candidates are: 

Will O’Leary 
Jan Mika 

Gerry Norlander 
John Bergmann 

 

On the financial front we shall end the year in the black and in moderately good shape 

with our reserves finally beginning to rise again.  Your dues are due in the month of 

January with a $25 penalty for those not paying by January 31. Dockage requests are 

due by February 15, 2014 and there is a $50 late fee if not received on time.  With the 

success of our membership drive this year we have brought in an additional ten 

boating members.  Therefore, it looks as if the slips will fill up the coming season. Get 

your request in on time or risk not getting a slip.  In addition, anyone requesting a 

change in slip needs to contact Jim Johnson in writing stating that request in January. 

 

 

 

 

 



Dec 2012  

Commodore’s Message: con’t 

As the year comes to an end it has been a very productive time at the Club.  Our 

finances are in good order and many improvements have been made to our facilities 

both on shore and on the water.  It could not be done without the leadership of the 

Board and Committee Chairs and most especially the commitment of the membership.  

For that we thank you. 

Have a wonderful Holiday Season and a great New Year. 

Vice Commodore’s Message: Jason Doling 

We concluded one of our very best seasons and I would like to once again thank our 

dockmasters Ron, Tom, Shawn, and James along with some very dedicated members 

for all their hard work in making this season a success. The 2014 dockage application is 

attached to this newsletter. Thanks to a very successful new member drive, we very 

well may have a wait list for dockage this year. It is especially important that any 

requests for dockage be received by FEBRUARY 15th at which point we will assign from 

a wait list. 

AYC Holiday Party      

Please join us for the annual AYC Holiday Party on Friday, December 13th beginning at 

6:30pm for hors d'oeuvres followed by dinner and dessert stations. All members 

(regular and social) and their spouse, significant other, or one guest are invited. For 

those of you who are new, most of our members choose to wear holiday festive attire 

(no ties or jacket for men), although a small number choose to dress up more formally. 

There is no charge for this event. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and we hope to see 

you on Friday December 13th.  

For any member who has not RSVP'd online at evite, please leave a message at     

465-9228 if you will be attending so we can plan accordingly. 

Health & Welfare - Rich Neenan 

Bill Dufur wife Evelyn, had surgery on October 22nd. Evelyn is home now recuperating 

and we wish her a speedy recovery.  

Robert Ward had back surgery October 29th, at Albany Med. I saw him Friday night at 

dinner and he is improving every day. Our best wishes are with him for a speedy 

recovery. 

 



 

Please send articles and items of interest by the 25th of each month to: 

AlbanyYachtClubNews@gmail.com 

 

Health & Welfare: Con’t 
 
On October 29th, Liz Skaarup and Joyce Donnelly had hip surgery at Albany Med. They 

are home now recuperating. We hope to see them both down at the club real soon. 

Our very dear friend Donald Cusick's wife Yvette, passed away on November 20th, at 
Albany Medical Center Hospital. We will miss seeing them on Friday nights at dinner. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Donald and his family at this difficult time.  
Jim Johnson was feeling poorly and we hope he is feeling better. 

Jimmy's Griffin's correct phone number is 518-366-1989. 

 

Please note: We have purchased a new 55” TV for the club house. We’ll have a 

bartending and kitchen “seminar” soon to help all the new members get acclimated to 

the workings of the club. Training will be fairly simple with plenty of support from the 

chairs. Lisa Cramer has been installed as the new Bar Chair and is happy to assist. Will 

O’Leary will take all rental reservations for the club and will get out information 

regarding some upcoming improvements over the holiday season. You can reach him 

via email – albanyachtclub@gmail.com or phone 518-320-6142. We will be continuing 

the Wednesday happy hour, Friday night dinners and Sunday Football.                     

Hope we see you soon. William O’Leary, Secretary 

This Month in Boating History: December 

Dec 7, 1941 – Pearl Harbor is bombed at 7:55 a.m. Hawaii time.   

Dec 14, 1911 – Norwegian Roald Amundsen becomes the first explorer to reach the South Pole, 

beating his British rival, Robert Falcon Scott. After his historic Antarctic journey, Amundsen 

established a successful shipping business. 

Dec 18, 1620 – the Mayflower docks at Plymouth, Massachusetts, with its 102 passengers. 

Dec 31, 1999 – The Panama Canal is turned over to Panama in accordance with the Torrijos-Carter 

Treaties.  Interest in finding a shortcut from the Atlantic to the Pacific originated with explorers in 

Central America in the early 1500s. A ship heading from New York to San Francisco can save about 

7,800 miles by taking the Panama Canal rather than sailing around South America. In October 2006, 

Panamanian voters approved a $5.25 billion plan to double the canal's size by 2015 to better 

accommodate modern ships. In May 2006, the Maersk Dellys paid a record toll of $249,165. The 

smallest-ever toll was 36 cents paid by Richard Halliburton who swam the canal in 1928. 
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Albany Yacht Club - 75 Broadway - Rensselaer, NY 12144 

 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS   

4 Judy Albert 13 Andy Bombard 

11 Nancy Bergmann 31 Joe Ladue 

 

DECEMBER  WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES    

2 Yvette and P/C Don Cusick 17 Marylou and P/C Don Schulz 

14 Danielle and Dick Powell 26 Vonnie and P/C Steve Stasack 

 

 

DECEMBER          CLUB MEMBERSHIP  ANNIVERSARIES 

14yrs Mark Teliska 8yrs Michael Donovan 

11yrs Jason doling 6yrs James Johnson Sr. 

10yrs Dennis McGraw 3yrs Bill Dufur 

 

 

CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

Dec 2nd AYC Board of Director’s Meeting, 6 pm 

Dec 9th AYC Member Meeting 7 pm, Voting begins at 6 pm till 8 pm 

Dec 13th Annual AYC Christmas Party begins at 6:30 pm 

Dec 27th NO Friday night dinner 

 

 

 


